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Our Mission: To foster a vibrant egalitarian Jewish community founded in the religious customs 
and traditions of Conservative Judaism; offering excellent Jewish education and community 

activities for all ages with commitment to Israel and Jewish communities throughout the world. 

CHECK  OUR WEBSITE: BNAITIKVAH.ORG  FOR EVENTS & SCHEDULE UPDATES THROUGHOUT THE MONTH 
MAIN OFFICE PHONE # 732-297-0696                 NURSERY & RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PHONE # 732-297-0295 
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SCHOOL BREAKFAST IN PJ’S 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2nd 
 
 
 
 

MEN’S CLUB MAN OF THE YEAR AND 
YOUTH OF THE YEAR DINNER 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5th, AT 6:00 PM 
 
 

GUEST SPEAKER 
ITAMAR MARCUS 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12th  
 
 

 
BARNES & NOBLE EVENT 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16th 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING INTERFAITH SERVICE 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd 
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A Message From Rabbi Robert Wolkoff           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Out of chaos comes order.” 
                                    Nietzsche 
  
“Out of chaos comes order…but not yet.” 
                                    Rabbi Wolkoff 
  
File under “unfinished business.” 
  
Now that the holidays are over, it’s time for me to deal with the  
avalanche I have created by telling everyone that I would get back to 
them after the holidays. And I am reminded of the classic rabbinic 
saying, “You don’t have to finish the work, but you aren’t free to  
desist from it.” 
  
And in this, it seems, my desk is a microcosm of the world as a whole. 
Almost everywhere we look, there are issues that are chronic, messy, 
and open-ended. The war against the Islamic State is one example. It’s 
hard to remember a time when an American President had to do a u-
turn as quickly as President Obama did. One day, the threat of war is 
receding, and we can—with a great sigh of relief—bring our troops 
home from the Middle East. The next day, it seems, we have to go 
back in because another head of the hydra which is Middle Eastern 
terrorism has gone on the attack. 

 
 
 
 
 
And it ain’t over yet. 
  
So, too, Ebola. One victim here, one victim there. And then a second 
victim here, a second victim there. And then…Where this one will end, 
nobody knows, but it’s hard to talk about Ebola without using the word 
“epidemic” in its full, terrifying, meaning. 
  
And then there’s the issue of women’s rights. The Supreme Court 
recently shot down a Texas law—supposedly for the “protection” of 
women—that would have closed a dozen women’s clinics. This was 
the law, if you recall, that Wendy Davis tried to filibuster. But that’s 
not the whole story. The decision is only temporary. The Federal  
Appeals Court still must render a decision on the constitutionality of 
the Texas law, and that ruling will be appealed to the Supreme Court. 
So there are at least two more rounds to go. And then, most assuredly, 
we’ll start all over again. 
  
Then there’s Ukraine, and Ferguson, and unemployment, and  
Fracking and…[feel free to fill in the blanks]. 
  
And the Redskins. As if we didn’t have enough to do. 

  
So how do we handle all this? The best way we can. And what is the 
best way we can? With love, and empathy, and wisdom, and determi-
nation. And all of these we can learn from our Torah tradition, and 
from our mindful interactions with our community. 
  
We won’t finish. But we will at least be able to live with ourselves 
while we bring some order out of the chaos. 

  
                         Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff  
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What Do You Want to Know? 
 
One of the most difficult things to do is to admit that you do not 
know something. I believe that this is a true statement for all of 
us and, regardless, of our stage in life. It also is my belief that 
learning equals growth and new challenges keep us vibrant. 
 
So, when over the last few weeks, a number of congregants 
came to me with the request to learn how to improve their  
Hebrew reading and how to better navigate our services, I  
immediately replied YES! Now I’ve been thinking about this for  
a while but I’m not certain or know what the plan should be. 
 
I’d like to teach basic Hebrew reading and language, Torah and 
Haftarah Trope, and how to lead every service weekday, Shab-
bat, and all of the special holiday services. OK - - maybe I 
should temper my enthusiasm; this may be a bit much, or is it? It 
is easy to forego such an opportunity due to unrealistic expecta-
tions. For example, you must be a competent Hebrew reader  in 
order to take on any of my other goals, so that’s where we 
should start! 
 
In our prayers we sing “Kedeshaynu B’mitzvotehcha, instill in us 
the holiness of Your mitzvoth.”  With great enthusiasm, we rhyth-
mically bang the pews and sing this prayer on Friday nights and 
Shabbat mornings. Rabbi Wolkoff spoke to us on the High  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Holidays about doing just this. Some of you were overwhelmed 
by the message; my take is that Rabbi Wolkoff wants us to grow 
and is encouraging us to take another step on the ladder; it’s 
time. Clearly it is and that is why people are asking to learn 
more. 
 
I would say that I have a reasonable level of Judaic knowledge, 
but  I’m so far from being satisfied. As I did this past summer, I 
will continue my studies this semester and gladly share with you 
my journey. 
 
Now is the perfect time for us to refresh our skills. 
Please stop in, contact me by phone (732-2978-0696 ext 15) or 
email at cantor@bnaitikvah.org. 
 
Would you like to become a Bat Mitzvah? We’ll plan it. Would 
you like to refresh your Bar Mitzvah? We can do that ,too. Read 
Torah or a Haftarah, read Hebrew for the first time, advanced 
Hebrew, I’ll teach you or I’ll find you a teacher. 
 
I think we’re all ready to learn and to embrace our destiny. 
Please ask and expect the best. 
 
“Kedeshaynu B’mitzvotehcha, instill in us the holiness of Your 
mitzvoth.” 
With joy, 
Cantor Bruce Rockman 
November 2014 
 
P.S. I’ll see you at the Rutgers Jewish Film Festival. 

         From the Desk of Cantor Bruce Rockman 

CBT Fall Picnic in the Park 
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HAKOL 
The Newsletter of  

 
Congregation B’nai Tikvah 

JCC of North & South Brunswick 
1001 Finnegan’s Lane North Brunswick, NJ 08902 

 
Published monthly, except for July and August. Submissions are 
welcomed about Congregation events, group activities, and other 
material relevant to the Jewish community. All Submissions for 
HAKOL are due by the 12th of the preceding month 
 
Please send submissions and correspondence via e-mail to: 
hakol.cbt@gmail.com 

 
All e-mail submissions are acknowledged via e-mail or put 
submissions in the HAKOL Box in the synagogue office. 
All articles are subject to available space and editorial constraints.  
 
ORDER FORMS & FLYERS: 
Full-page flyers will be reduced to half page or less, at the editor’s 
discretion. 
 
ADVERTISING INFO: 
 
Michael Weiss, editor at 732-246-0306 
hakol.cbt@gmail.com 
 
CarolAnn Harkavy, advertising  at 732-438-0796  
CaHarkavy@aol.com 

 
Men’s Open Basketball 
    
Every Tuesday at 8 pm 
 
New Players Welcome 
 
Non-synagogue members $7 

 

When shopping 
 at Costco 

 
Please take a minute to ask  

someone in the bakery and/or meat departments  
if they plan to have Kosher selections.  

 
Perhaps, if enough people make 

inquiries, they might invalidate the 
decision they made, based on 

 their demographic survey. 

 

B’nai Tikvah Book Club  
 

The B’nai Tikvah Book Club met on Tuesday, October 14, 
2014, at the Asnis Sukkah to enjoy some refreshments and  
to discuss The Usual Rules by Joyce Maynard.  
 
We share opinions and enjoy stimulating conversations on the 
books we choose to read. 
 
The group meets on the second Tuesday of every other month. 
If you want to join in - - on December 9th, at 7:30 pm  - - 
read The Lowlands, by Jumpa Lahiri, and RSVP to hostess 
Janis Hoffman (732-342-9855). 

 
Israeli Art Comes to  
East Brunswick NJ 

November 20-23, 2014 
 

Support Israel and buy Israeli Art Locally  
in East Brunswick, 11/20-11/23 

 
The four-day event will be open to the public for view  

and sale on: 

  

THURSDAY, November 20                7:00 pm – 10:00 pm 

FRIDAY, November 21                       9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

SATURDAY, November 22                7:00 pm – 10:00 pm *  

               wine & cheese reception. RSVP 

SUNDAY, November 23                     9:00 am – 4:00 pm 

  

Menachem Safrai will be on hand all four days to answer ques-

tions about the Israeli artists and the Israeli art scene. 

  

Contact 732-251-4300 or www.bnaishalom.com 
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A Message From Our Co-Presidents          
 
 
 
 

 
 
The last few months at B’nai Tikvah have been packed with fabulous 
activities.  We kicked off our series on Israel programming with 
Kasim Hafeez – a passionate Zionist Muslim – and Rabbi Ken Spiro 
– a renowned lecturer on anti-Semitism.  Nearly six hundred people 
came out to hear these presentations.  We went hiking in the woods  
of Sourland Mountain Preserve, finishing up with a world-class  
tailgate.  We toured the baseball exhibit at the National Museum of 
American Jewish History and we barbequed at our annual picnic in 
Reichler Park.   We went kickboxing with Sisterhood and built our 
sukkah with Men’s Club, and our school year is off to an incredible  
beginning.  Of course, we gathered together for the Fall Four 
 (Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot and Simchat Torah), 
 marveling at our beautiful new Holiday Torah mantles, and  
committing ourselves to a fresh start this year. 
 
The coming months promise to be just as exhilarating, including a  
group trip to the screening of The Green Prince at the Rutgers Jewish  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Film Festival; an evening with Itamar Marcus – founder of Palestin 
ian Media Watch; the film, Honor Diaries; comedy night; game night, 
and a whole host of learning opportunities.  We are so grateful to  
everyone in our community for bringing these events to life.  Please 
log on to bnaitikvah.org for all of the details and be a part of the  
vibrant B’nai Tikvah family. 
 
There is something very poignant about the transition from the  
Jewish season of repentance and forgiveness to the secular season  
of giving thanks.   We are so thankful for our health, our families,  
our friendships, and our amazing CBT community.  We resolve to do 
better in our personal lives and in our roles as Presidents of this  
congregation. We wish everyone a healthy, happy, and peaceful year. 
 
 
Allison Nagelberg, Co-President 
Ruth Anne Koenick, Co-President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our next four meeting dates are at 7:45 in the Youth Lounge on Tuesday, September 30, Tuesday October 14, 
Wednesday October 29 and Thursday November 13. Hope to see you there.  
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 Eat in or Take Out 
Catering for all occasions 

 
Heritage Plaza 

228 Ryders Lane 
Milltown, NJ                    

 
  Phone: 732-214-8900 

Fax: 732-214-0555 
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   Linda J. Fellen, Esq. 
 

 
FELLEN & FELLEN, LLC 

ATTORNEYS at LAW 
 
 

21 Kilmer Drive (732) 431-0473 
Building 2, Suite G (732) 780-3533  
Morganville, NJ 07751 linda@fellenlaw.com 
 fellenandfellen.com 

 

It’s Your Party 
 

Your one stop 
Party People! 

*Custom Theme Centerpieces 
*Backdrop BaloonArtistry 
*Sign-in Books Boards 
*Specialty Linen rentals 
*Custom Invitations, Place 
     Cards  and Favors 
 

 
Preferred Vendor of 
Classical Caterers 
732-431-0099 

 
52 North Main Street, Rt 79 Marlboro, NJ 07746 

itsyourparyt@optonline.net www.itsyourparty.biz 

 

CREDIT CARD  
PAYMENTS 

 
We are now accepting scheduled  

monthly or quarterly payments  
by credit cards with NO processing fees. 

 
You pick the day of the month and we will 

 process your payment.   
Call the office at 732-297-0696 
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Save the Date  
 
 
Sunday, November 16th 2014 –  
Join us for breakfast at CBT. 

 
 

 
 
Vendors Needed 
 
Sisterhood is hosting "Shop till You Drop” Vendor Fair on Sunday, 
April 26th, 2015.  If you know a vendor or if you are a vendor who is 
interested in participating, please email Jill at jillfeis-
ner@hotmail.com.  Vendor fee is $36. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers Needed 
 
We need your help for the Passover Poker, which is NOT during Pass-
over. So ask yourself these Four Questions 
 
1. What will make this event different from years past events? 
2. Do I want to have fun with my friends? 
3. Can I make this event I can bring my friends to? 
4. Do I want to stop Jill from pleading for help? 
  
To volunteer email Jill at jillfeisner@hotmail.com 
  
Having a Mitzvah??? 
  
Visit the B'nai Tikvah website to order your Mitzvah Baskets and 
Mazel tosses.  Please have your forms in one-month before your  
mitzvah. 
 
 
 
Gift Shop 
 
The Gift Shop is open  
Sunday 9am-12pm 
Wednesday 4pm-6:15pm or by appointment call  
Serena Blackin at 732-390-9515 
 
November Special 
20% off all serving pieces 
50% off all clearance 
Calendar Diaries still available $10 
  
Gabrieli is coming to B'nai Tikvah for a tallit trunk show, stay tuned 
for details 
  
Torah Fund 
 
Your Torah Fund contribution strengthens and perpetuates Conserva-
tive Judaism throughout the world. For information on ways you can 
support Torah Fund, contact Ann Rosenzweig, 732-249-9141.  

 

DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
 

Wheelchairs, walkers, and canes are available to congregants in need  
of short-term assistance, compliments of the Bikur Cholim Committee. 
Contact the synagogue office or, during services, any of the ushers.  
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This program is geared for anyone who has children/grandchildren, etc. between the ages of 2 and 7! 

Everyone is welcome – Bring a friend or two!!! 

Baked ziti dinner, plain pasta, and mac and cheese, salad, veggies to nibble on before hand 

PEANUT FREE DINNER AND DESSERT 

  Name_______________________________________Phone #________________________________________ 

  Email______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Number of children (up to 12 years)_______(free)  Adults____________@ $8.00 each = $_____________ 

{   } $18 is enclosed to sponsor the Kiddush.  Please announce the following: 

 

Make check payable to “Congregation B’nai Tikvah”, mark your envelope “FAMILY SHABBAT DINNER” 

drop off at the office or mail to the synagogue 

RSPV by November 19th – Questions ‐ Contact Bobbi Binder 732‐274‐2797 or eemaof3@comcast.net 

 

 

FAMILY SHABBAT DINNER SERVICE  

NOVEMBER 21, 2014      6PM – Multi‐Purpose Room 

Services begin at 7pm 

RSVP a must for dinner by November 19, 2014 

 

Activities!! 
 
September and October were very busy months at CBT (besides all  
the holidays!) with a variety of activities for all. We enjoyed outdoor 
activities (hike on Sourland Mountain; picnic/fun day in the park), 
adult education (the Rabbi's series on spirituality; lunch and learn at 
Sapthagiri Indian restaurant), special speakers (over 250 people for 
Rabbi Ken Spiro; over 350 for Kasim Hafeez) and even a trip to the 
National Museum of American Jewish History in Philadelphia.  
 
Looking ahead to November, we have even more wonderful programs 
planned. On Wednesday, November 12th, we will be joined by another 
fabulous guest speaker: Itamar Marcus (please see description else-
where in this issue).  
 
On Sunday, November 16th, we will try something new at CBT: family 
board game night. Bring your family and your favorite board games, 
and let's have some fun!  
 

 
 
Rabbi Wolkoff will continue his adult education series on Spirituality 
(Nov. 5th, 12th and 26th) as well as Study and Samosas (Lunch & Learn) 
at Sapthagiri (Nov. 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th). 
 
And looking ahead to December, we have a wonderful movie on Sun-
day December 7th: "Honor Diaries." 
As always, the most up-to-date details are available on the synagogue 
website, and we encourage you to check it for times and locations.  
 
Also, we never want your participation in any event to be limited by 
your reluctance or inability to drive to get here. If you need a ride, 
please reach out to me (Danny Greenberg, greenbergdan@gmail.com, 
732.640.5086) and I will do my best to get a fellow congregant to pick 
you up.  
 

Lastly, I want to thank the very generous donors who have made our 
speaker and movie series possible with their sponsorship of events and 
purchase of a new movie screen. 
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 LYNNE WEISSMARSHALL 

    NOTARY PUBLIC 
 
 
 
 

20 INDI-
ANCREEK ROAD 

MATAWAN, NJ 07747 
         732-310-5665                 
Also available in the synagogue 

office 
732-297-2673 fax              

weissmar@optonline.net  

 
 

Another Viewpoint 
 

The Good Old Days:  
The Clothes Line Pole 

 
Some of us older folks remember the “Good Old Days” with affection. 
Well, let me tell you that the “Good Old Days” did not always exist. 
Let’s hope that they never come back. I’m talking about the Depres-
sion days of the late 1920’s and the 1930’s, and the desperation that 
was endemic in our country. 
 
A few of us may still remember the clothesline pole that was part of 
the life of every housewife. Our laundry was done in the family bath-
tub on a metal washboard. It was back breakingwork, bending down 
over the washboard or kneeling down at the side of the tub.  Those few 
who could afford it would send out the laundry once a week. When it 
was returned, wet, in a net bag, it would be hung out to dry on the 
clothesline and then hand ironed in the kitchen (which helps 
 explain why not many women had time to take outside jobs). 
 
A clothesline has two ends, one at a window and the other at a build-
ing-high pole either in the backyard or in the air shaft. From the street, 
it looked like all the buildings touched at the sides but, actually,  
beyond the first room that overlooked the street the buildings narrowed 
so that the rooms behind the front room could have an outside window 
between buildings. This provided a space between the buildings called 
an air shaft and in buildings that did not have a backyard, this was 
where the clothes pole was installed. 
 
I remember watching the clothesline installer climbing the pole when I 
was a boy. We lived on the third floor in our four-floor walk-up and, in 
order to reach our level, he had to make his way past the other pulleys 
and lines already in place. My stomach tightens into knots when I think 
of the dangerous job and I recall my mother in tears when she heard 
that a line man had fallen and was seriously injured. As a young teen-
ager, I understood the risks involved in that line of work, even though, 
by that time, the late 1930’s, things were not as bad as during the 
depths of the depression. 
 
And that’s where this story is going. The Great Depression struck in  

 
 
1929, when I was about eight years old. My father was a presser in the 
women’s wear trade. That put us in the working middle class and we 
lived in a working middle-class neighborhood. As far as food, clothing, 
and shelter were concerned, this did not affect me personally, but the  
catastrophes of the day have left me with memories of events that I 
pray we will never see again. 
 
At that time, we were living in an eight-family four-story walk-up. As I 
walked home from school one day, I saw a crowd gathered in front of 
our house. It looked like moving day for a family, but there was no 
truck. There on the sidewalk stood all of the furniture and possessions 
of one of our neighbors.  To my amazement there was the kitchen ta-
ble, the bedroom furniture, and dining room set with a beautiful carved 
wood sideboard. On top of the sideboard was a large dish into which 
passersby dropped coins. The pretty teenaged daughter of the 
neighbors sat on a sofa filing her nails while tears of shame and embar-
rassment ran down her cheeks. 
 
I pressed through the crowd to get to the entrance of the house and ran 
up to my apartment to my mother to ask what was going on. She ex-
plained that because the father had lost his job they could not pay the 
rent and the landlord had to put them out so that he could get another 
tenant. By the end of the day, sufficient money had been collected to 
pay part of the rent and the neighbors moved the family back into their 
apartment. At least temporarily. 
 
Oh, yes, the clothes pole. One night, shortly after the sidewalk scene, I 
got up to go to the bathroom. On the way back to bed, I passed the hall 
window that had the clothesline, and saw a flash of white go past. I 
thought as I climbed into bed that somebody’s wash must have blown 
off the line. It wasn’t wash. It was the evicted neighbor who jumped 
from the window. It seemed that in life he couldn’t feed his family so, 
by ending it, his family could live off his life insurance policy, at least 
for a little while. 
 
Today, in our neighborhood, no one lives in four-story walk-ups, but 
we do have families who are having trouble paying the rent. So don’t 
forget to give something to the South Brunswick Food Pantry. 
 
L’Shanah Tovah. 
Aaron Rosloff 
Originally published November 2008 
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Daily Schedule of Services 
 

Sunday             9:00 am & 7:30 pm 
Monday   7:30 pm 
Tuesday   7:30 pm 
Wednesday    7:30 pm 
Thursday         7:30 am & 7:30 pm 
Friday   8:00 pm 
Saturday   9:30 am 

Size Artwork 
(W x H) 

Annual Contract 
(10 Issues) 

Single Issue 

Full page 8” x 10.5” $675 $100 

½  page 3.75” x 10.5”  or  8” x 5” $525  $80 

¼ page 3.75” x 5” $400  $60 

Business card 2” x 3.5” $300  $45 

Hakol Advertising Rates 
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MEN’S CLUB  
 
 
 

Annual Federation of  
Jewish Men's Clubs "FJMC" -  

Man and Youth of the Year Dinner 
 at B'nai Tikvah!!   

  
Wednesday, November 5th at 6pm 

 Come help us honor:  
 
Craig Cohen - CBT Man of the Year 
Craig and Sharon have been CBT members since 2007. Craig became 
an active Men's Club member in 2008 and also participates on our 
softball team. In 2012, he volunteered to be part of the Casino Night 
Committee. Craig became a CBT Trustee and Board Member in 2012, 
organized the bowling league in 2013, and chaired the Gala committee 
in 2014, which became CBT's most successful fundraiser to date. Craig 
and his wife Sharon are both teachers and have two adorable children. 
  

Hayley Nagelberg - CBT Youth of the Year 
Hayley is the Hagalil Vice President of Israel Awareness and held that 
position for the CBT chapter. She works with AIPAC and Stand With 
Us on Israel advocacy and holds board positions for Israel projects at 
Solomon Schechter in West Orange.  Besides volunteering many hours 
a week with special needs children at Special Strides, Hayley also runs 
half marathons to raise money for diabetes research at the Weizmann 
Institute in Israel and raises money for the Israel Guide Dog Center for 
the Blind. She does varsity softball and cross country with captain 
positions. She is also an excellent student, wonderful daughter and 
friend!!  
  
Where: B'nai Tikvah 1001 Finnegan Lane, North Brunswick, NJ 
$36 for Men's Club Members; $54 for non-MC Members 
Please RSVP to Steve Katz - skatz56@aol.com /732-329-0687 or  
Mark Rones - markwrones@outlook.com/ 609-580-0812 
  
Checks made payable to: CBT Men's Club (Write MOY on check). 
Mail to or drop into the CBT Men's Club mail slot. 
Also, place an ad in the FJMC Journal in honor...   
  

 A special thanks to those who helped 
"Raise the Roof" of our Sukkah! 
Jackie Master, Mark Rones, Marc Rosen, Brian Burness, Craig Cohen, 
Gorgon Heit, Joseph/Etan/Dalia Wolkoff, Joshua Safeer, Aaron Jack-
enthal, Marc Binder, Allan Katronetsky, Howie Nass, Steve & Andrea 
Katz, Adam Seidman, Arthur Biderman, Alan and Andrew Miller, and 
CBT Religious School. 
  
Our apologies if we missed anyone. THANK YOU TO ALL!  
 

   Look for more upcoming events! 
  
December 1st, Monday Night Football party in our Social Hall -  
Miami Dolphins at New York Jets. 
(Bring your favorite lounge chair...We'll supply the chips, dips, and 
Adult beverages.) Starting after Minyan at 7:30pm. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
January 2015 - Joint program with Sisterhood (TBD) 
February 1, 2015, Sunday Morning Services in the Sanctuary -  
World Wide Wrap 
   
We have an exciting slate of meetings, events, speakers, honors, 
and tzedukah planned for the year. We truly hope that you'll all join 
us.  
  
Steve Katz 
CBT Men's Club President 
skatz56@aol.com 
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Save the date:   December 25th 
Chinese Food and Movie 

 

Details coming soon  

 
SOCIAL ACTION 

IT’S ALREADY THAT TIME…. 
HELP A NEEDY FAMILY FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

 
Why we run this program?  The following is an excerpt of one of the thank you notes we received on behalf of a family we sponsored:  
“This family has never experienced such great generosity.  They felt overjoyed and emotional upon receiving the gifts.  The mother told me she 
was happy to see that her children finally had toys to play with so they are no longer bored at home.  The teachers commented that they  
noticed the children’s self esteem improved when they came to school proudly dressed in their new clothes.  The children are now appropriately 
dressed for the weather and are even wearing socks which were noticeably missing prior to receiving the gifts. They sleep much more  
comfortably at night with their new blankets and their heater…..”    This is why we run this program…to make a difference in peoples’ lives. 
 
Who are these families?  These families are all in need.  They are referred by various sources including Jewish Family Services, local welfare 
directors, school social workers and senior centers. 
 
How does this program work?  Each family will fill out a wish list of their needs.  The wish lists typically include items like towels, sheets, 
blankets, clothing, shoes, coats and children’s toys. 
 
How can you help? 

1.Become a family coordinator for one family’s wish list.  This might involve getting your family, friends, co-workers, and merchants to donate 
the needed items to fulfill the family’s wish list. 

2.Volunteer to obtain one or more of the items on a family’s wish list. 
Donate money that will be specifically used to purchase items on a family’s wish list.  Checks should be made payable to Congregation B’nai 
Tikvah Holiday Program. 
 
Please send in the tear-off below, fill out the form at Bnaitikvah.org, or e-mail Janice Baer at Jbbd11@verizon.net or call Janice at 732-940-0268 

 
PLEASE RESPOND BY NOVEMBER 14th 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

HELP A NEEDY FAMILY FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
 
Name:________________________________       Phone:_____________________ 
 
Address:______________________________      E-Mail:_____________________ 
 
 
___ I want to be a family coordinator 
 
___ I want to volunteer to obtain one or more items on a family’s wish list 
 
___ I want to donate money that will be specifically used to purchase items on a  
       family’s wish list.  Checks made payable to Congregation B’nai Tikvah Holiday 
       Program  
 
Send completed form to Janice Baer, Congregation B’nai Tikvah by November 14th.  Contact Janice Baer 732-940-0268 or 
Jbbd11@verizon.net  Forms are also on the synagogue website. 
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10 MAIN STREET * WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 

t800-729-0582 * f 732-750-0120 

SSPRUNG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amanda Dillman, Advisor 
 

USY RECAP 
 
I would like to extend a big thanks to all of my USYers and future 
USYers (better known as Kadimanicks) as well as all the USY/
Kadima parents and, of course, Doug Smoller and Jennifer James for 
helping me pull off an awesome Opening Event at iPlay America. 
 
 I am also extremely proud of the USYers for doing such a fantastic 
job with the High Holiday Annual Food Drive this year; South Bruns-
wick Food Pantry will be extremely grateful for the donation of the 
food as well as the addition of reusable bags.  
 
 
Our Sukkot event was not one to be missed, with delicious sushi and 
lots of enjoyable games; what could be bad? The USYers and Kadi-
manicks also had a great time on a cool fall day picking pumpkins, 
getting lost in a corn maze, and experiencing a wild hay ride at Gia-
marese Farms. Lastly, our USYers also enjoyed spending time with 
friends from all over the state at the first regional event, Regional 

Opening Dance! 

 
USY UPCOMING EVENTS  

November, 2014 
Thursday, November 13th – Decade War – 7-8:30pm – BT Youth 
 Lounge 
Friday, November 21st--Sunday, November 23rd – Regional Fall  
 Kinnus – Paramus, NJ 
Monday, November 25th – Mall Scavenger Hunt – 6:30-8:30pm – 
 Menlo Park Mall 

 
SAVE THE DATE  
December, 2014 

Monday, December 8th  
 7-8:30pm – SA/TO Superhero Craft Night – BT Youth Lounge 
 
Friday, December 12th - Saturday, December 13th - 
 Regional Freshman Shabbaton – Marlboro 
 
Saturday, December 13th – USY Membership Event – TBD 
 
Hannukkah Party – Details & date TBD 
 
Friday, December 19th - Friday, December 26th  
 Int’l Pre-Convention & Convention – Atlanta, GA 
 

Question? Comments?  
Want to join USY? 
Contact Amanda Dillman at 
nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com  
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USY 
 
As a college student the concept of time management is one I am  
familiar with, whether I am good at it is another story. That being said, 
I am often criticized for the way in which I spend my time once my 
daily courses are finished, over the weekends, and during long breaks 
in between semesters.  
 
No, I do not engage in the prevalent college party scene, nor do I intern 
for a hotshot doctor or an important government official – I staff 
United Synagogue Youth (USY). I am a co-advisor for the newly 
formed Lehigh Valley USY chapter in Pennsylvania, I am a regional 
staff member for Hagalil USY the Northern New Jersey region, and I 
am an international staff member, staffing USY Summer Programs for 
two consecutive summers.  
 
For many of those who never had the fortune of being a participant in 
USY, and even more so for those who are USY alumni, the motivation 
for staffing USY is something that is difficult to understand. Further-
more, fellow staff members have even ridiculed me for my significant 
involvement with the organization. Frequently, I am even asked if I 
think I myself am still in USY. 
 
This is my response to all those people who want to know – why I do, 
what I do. This is my response to why I spend hours on end working 
on programming ideas and new marketing strategies. This is my  
response to why I spend Friday mornings and Sunday nights away 
from school driving to and from Allentown, PA, from who-knows-
where in NJ. And this is my response to why I chose to spend this  
summer in Europe and Israel looking after 45 teenagers. 
 
Let’s start off with getting something very important out of the way; I 
do not do it for the pay, because if I did I definitely must be reading my 
paychecks wrong. 
 
As a USY staff member, I get to be a positive Jewish role model, a 
Jewish educator, and a friend. I work for USY for the individual  
moments. The moment when a USYer breaks out of their shell, the 
moment when a USYer makes a stranger’s day, the moment when a 
USYer takes their first steps in Israel, and the moment when a USYer 
finds their connection to tefillah or God. 
 
Why do I do what I do? – Because I believe in it. I firmly believe in the 
morals of Conservative Judaism, including keeping kashrut, keeping 
Shabbat, partaking in social action and tikkun olam, finding meaningful 
connections to tefillah, and being educated in our Jewish traditions. I  
 

 
 
 
 
 
believe in being well versed in Israeli politics and the way in which 
Israel positively impacts the world. And lastly, I believe in the commu-
nity and family that USY creates, and the leaders of tomorrow that it 
helps foster. 
 
Yes, staffing can be time consuming, and it can get tiresome and  
challenging at times, but many of these teenagers do not have a posi-
tive Jewish role model in their lives, they lack basic Jewish founda-
tions, and like normal teenagers they are struggling to be who they 
want to be. I have taken it upon myself to help them along the way to 
adulthood. 
 
I will end with a story: a while back there was a teenager. He was shy, 
quiet, had trouble socially interacting with other kids, was tired of 
learning about Judaism, and did not have a connection to Israel. How-
ever, not so long after his first USY event things began to change. He 
broke out of his shell, went on a summer program, found his connec-
tion, took on leadership positions, and went on Nativ, the Conservative 
movement’s college leadership gap year program in Israel. None of 
those things could have happened without the chapter advisors, re-
gional and summer staff members, and the regional and program direc-
tors. 
 
That kid was me, and if not for the staff  I encountered along the way I 
would not have gone to a college where 33% of the population is Jew-
ish, I would not be on Hillel board, I would not keep kashrut or Shab-
bat, I would not be staffing USY, and I would certainly not have writ-
ten this article. I do what I do because I owe it to the organization that 
helped me get to where I am today. I believe in what USY offers, and I 
believe in making a difference in Jewish young adults’ lives. 
 
Ethan Weg attends Muhlenberg College, where he is double majoring 
in Jewish Studies and Media Communications. He is the Israel Affairs 
Vice President at Muhlenberg’s Hillel, and is a JNF Campus Fellow. 
In addition, Ethan works for USY (United Synagogue Youth) as a 
chapter advisor, a regional staff member, and a USY summer pro-
grams staff member. And ,lastly, Ethan is a graduate of the Nativ  
college leadership gap year program in Israel.  
Direct link to the article…. 
 http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/why-i-do-what-i-do/#ixzz3E0ueKMsA  
 
From: The Times of Israel blog 
September 18, 2014 
By Ethan Weg 
 

 
CBTNewsletter 
 
The newsletter is our official synagogue email list for weekend 
announcements and other important messages from the synagogue 
and school offices. If you are not receiving them, please visit 
bnaitikvah.org and click the upper right button: “Get CBTNews”. 
 
 

 
eGroup  
 
The Yahoo Group is a mailing list exclusive to B'nai Tikvah members. 
Register your email address at   http://groups.yahoo.com/bnaitikvah. 
You can send messages to all group members at egoup@bnaitkvah.org   
to elicit opinions, ask for help, share a recipe, or post a classified ad for 
something to buy or sell. It is not to be used for commercial purposes 

Synagogue Email Lists 
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PJ Library, an amazing program providing FREE Jewish 
books, music, and monthly programs for children six months 
through six years and their families.    
 
One Happy Camper, a wonderful opportunity for first-time  
overnight campers! If your child has never been to a Jewish 
overnight camp before, you might be eligible for a $1,000  
grant from the Federation. 
 
J.Team Teen Philanthropy Program, an innovative program 
engaging 10th & 11th graders in philanthropy and the Jewish 
value of giving. Participants meet monthly for leadership train-
ing while pooling contributions to make joint funding decisions. 
 
IMPACT:DC, a scholarship for teens in 9th – 12th grade to  
attend IMPACT:DC, which educates, inspires, and empowers 
 Jewish youth to a life of activism, leadership, and service. 
 

 
Israel Teen Grants, one-time grants of $1,000 for teens  
entering 10th, 11th, or 12th, grade who will be traveling on an 
organized youth Zionist trip of 3 weeks or more.  Teens may 
also apply for an additional $1,000 competitive grant through 
the Anne and  
Herbert Goldstein Fund for Summer Youth Travel. 
 
J-Serve, the national day of youth Jewish service, engages 
more than 100 Middlesex teens in hands-on community volun-
teerism. Visit http://jewishmiddlesex.org/children_teens, e-mail 
lsafran@jf-gmc.org or call 732.588.1804 to find an opportunity 
that’s right for your child, to apply for a grant, or to find out if 
your family is eligible for special rates or scholarships. 
 
 
Please share these wonderful opportunities with the young 
 people in your life – and help spread the word!  

 

 
Shalom, Parents! 

 

The Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex County is proud 
 

to support an array of wonderful opportunities that enrich the lives of our youth: 
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We gratefully acknowledge and thank the following contributors for their generous gifts. 
Your special donations make up a part of our synagogue’s total income. We rely on you.  

 

Hakol Donations  
September, 2014 – October 12, 2014 

  
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 
Gary Tinkel, in memory of Sidney Tinkel  
Joan & Morey Shames, in memory of Stacy Shames Manders 
Gordon & Meryl Heit & Philip Welsher & Marci Oslick, in honor of  
 the wedding of Tzvi Heit & Stephanie Welsher  
Rose & Jeff Berger, in memory of Berney & Paula Berger &  
 Julius Kestenman    
The Sharon Family,in memory of  Avraham Sharon-Schwadron  
Lila Gottlieb, Congratulation to my husband, David R. Gottlieb  
 on becoming a Real Estate Salesperson associated with  
 Weichert Realty of East Windsor 
 
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
 
Myra & Howard Dickert, in honor of opening the Ark,  
 Friday night September 12, 2014   
Gordon & Meryl Heit & Philip Welsher & Marci Oslick, in honor  
 of the wedding of Tzvi Heit & Stephanie Welsher  
Rose & Jeff Berger, in memory of Berney & Paula Berger &  
 Julius Kestenman 
Janis & David Hoffman, on the occasion of Rachel Ruchlins’  
 October 11th Birthday  
 
General Donations 
 
Toby & Gary Ehrlich, in memory of Jill Shulman Wolberger,  
 Marion Shulman’s daughter  
Betty & Marvin Stark, in memory of Jill Shulman-Wolberger, 
  beloved daughter of Marion Shulman 
Betty & Marvin Stark, in memory of, Jill Shulman-Wolberger, 
  beloved sister of Dr. Lois Shulman Kaminsky  
Ben Gottesman, in memory of Jerome Gottesman 
 
Bikur Cholim Fund 
 
Elaine & Alvin Brackup, in memory of Robert Rubin 
 
Yahrzeit Donations 
 
Barry Lepinsky, in memory of Jerome Lepinsky 
Barry & Arleen Panson, in memory of Celia Helands 
Phyllis Rich, in memory of Michael Bernstein 
Norman Berens, in memory of Clark Spencer Berens 
Vicki & Burt Bauman, in memory of Vicki’s beloved father  
 Harry Manheim 
Chelli Haller, in memory of beloved father, Max Richter 
Linda Katz, in memory of Paul Katz  
Rose, Jeff, Josh & Seth Berger, in loving memory of Julius Kestenman 
Wade & Beverly Lebowitz, in memory of Dave Lebowitz  
Dr. & Mrs. Leon Horlick, in memory of Nelle Evenchick 
Barry & Janice Kipnis, in memory of Frances Kipnis  
Rena Lepinsky, in memory of Fred Piaskowsky 
Abbey & Bernard Lorber, in memory of Rose Lorber  
The Kuker Family, in memory of Joseph Kuker 
Andrea & Steven Katz, in memory of Frank Katz ,beloved father of 
 Steven & grandfather of Matthew & Melissa  

Janis & David Hoffman, in memory of Yale Hoffman, beloved father  
 of David Hoffman 
Richard Margolis, in memory of Minnie Deixler 
Jodi Marcou, in memory of Edith Wexler  
Myra & Robert Abrahams, in memory of Rose Riskin 
Stephen Breitkopf , in memory of Beatrice Breitkopf  
Betty & Marvin Stark, in memory of Leah Golden, beloved mother 
  of Betty Stark 
Betty & Marvin Stark, in memory of L. David Stark, beloved father  
 of Marvin Stark   
 
Family Shabbat Fund 
 
Bill & Ellie Greenberg, in memory of Madeline Gaynor beloved 
 mother of Danna Stein  
Bill & Ellie Greenberg, Mazel Tov on the Bar Mitzvah of Jacob 
Gerbman, the grandson of Joel & Joyce Gerbman 
 
Ritual Activites Fund 
 
Erwin Lewis & Natasha Rosenbaum, in honor of the daughter of Philip 
 Welsher & Marci Oslick and the son of Gordon & Meryl Heit  
 
Shomrei Tikvah 
 
Marcia & Jeffrey Schwartz, in honor of Gordon & Meryl Heit  
 son’s Marriage  
Marcia & Jeffrey Schwartz, in honor of Phil Welsher‘s & Marci 
 Oslick’s daughter’s marriage  
Marcia & Jeffrey Schwartz, in honor of Arleen Uroff ‘sSpecial  
 Birthday 
 
Prayer Book 
 
Blanche Fruhling, in memory of Sadie Seidenstein 
Beverly & Wade Lebowitz, in memory of Madeline Gaynor   
 
Passport To Israel Fund  
 
Beverly & Wade Lebowitz, in memory of David Pollack  
 
Religious School Fund 
 
Carol Nover, in memory of Hellen & Gilbert Samurin 
 
Nursery School Fund 
 
Beth & Scott Passner, in memory of Lila Feinberg  
 
Shabbat Luncheon Fund 
 
Phyllis & Allen Pinsky, in honor of the Marriage of Marci Oslick’s & 
 Phil Welsher’s daughter Stephanie to Tzvi Heit 
Phyllis & Allen Pinsky, in honor of the Marriage of Meryl & Gordon 
 Heit’s son Tzvi to Stephanie Welsher 
Brenda & Mark Sherman, in honor of Gordon & Meryl Heit Son’s 
 marriage 
Brenda & Mark Sherman, in honor of Phil Welsher’s & Marci Oslick’s 
 daughter’s marriage 
Susan Miller, in honor of the wedding of Tzvi Heit & 
  Stephanie Welsher   
Ken, Shelly, Brian, & Lauren Wistreich, in memory of  
 Martin H. Streicher 
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Contributions: 

In honor of: _______________________________________ 

In memory of: _____________________________________ 

Occasion of: ______________________________________ 

This donation is being made by: 

 Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________ 

Telephone: _______________________________________ 

Please send an acknowledgment to: 

Name: ___________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________ 

 

Amount of your donation:                                            

{ }$18   { }$36  { }$54  { }$72  { }$118 { }Other                              

Please Allocate Donations to: 

[  ] Bikur Cholim [  ] Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
[  ] Cantor’s Special Fund [  ] Religious School 
[  ] Capital Improvements [  ] Ritual Activities 
[  ] Family Shabbat [  ] Shabbat Luncheons 
[  ] Israel Youth Travel [  ] Social Action / Tzedakah 
[  ] JNF [  ] Sons of Tikvah 
[  ] L’Dor VaDor [  ] Torah Restoration 
[  ] Library [  ] Yahrzeit 
[  ] Nursery School [  ] Youth 
[  ] Prayerbooks [  ] General Donation 
  [  ] Other_________________ 
 

 *Please send separate checks for these funds. 
You can make your contributions online by 
Clicking the “Giving” link at bnaitikvah.org  

    Fax : (732) 329-2228 

 
Donations Continued 

 
Shabbat Luncheon Fund 
 
 
Andy & Adrienne Ross, in honor of the birth of the  
 Granddaughter of Mark & Judy Roller  
Rose & Jeff Berger, in memory of Berney and Paula Berger  
 & Julius Kestenman 
Alan & Gay Feinberg, in memory of Lila Feinberg  
Adrienne & Andy Ross, for the Yahrzeit of Mollie Margolese  
Gaye & Alan Feinberg, in memory Minna Feinberg  
Gary Ehrlich, in memory of his beloved mother, Ruth Ehrlich 
 
L’dor Vador 
 
Gary Tinkel, in memory of beloved grandmother Lee Tinkel  
 
Arnold Miller Memorial Fund 
 
Vicki & Ray Cohen, in tremembrance of Arnie’s Miller’s  
 Yahrzeit  
Elisa & Brian Berness & Family, in memory of Arnie Miller  
Terez Slim, in memory of Arnie Miller, beloved father of  
 Elisa Berness & beloved husband of Susan Miller  
 
Sons of Tikvah 
 
Barbara & Joseph Plotnick, in honor of  
 Ira Marshall 80th birthday  
Norman & Dorothy Politziner, in memory of Sandra Isaacson 
Helene & Gary Tinkel, in honor of Ira Marshall 80th birthday 
 congratulations and best wishes and may you play on  
 for years   
Barbara & Joseph Plotnick, in honor of the Bar Mitzvah  
 of Jacob Gerbman grandson of Joyce and Joel Gerbman 

 

THANK YOU 
 
 
 
 

We thank Joyce Fishelberg, Bill Greenberg,  
Marlene Buckwald,  Jeryl Roller and Sandy Scharf  
for making June birthday calls. 
 
A special thank you to Jay Scheuer for his amazing prayer  
book repairs and to Phyllis Pinsky for doing beautiful calligraphy 
for B’nai Mitzvah and Baby Naming certificates. 
 
Thank you to the Volunteers that helped in our holiday mailing: 
Doris Sandowitz, Michael Weiss, Joel Gerbman, Matry Haller, 
and Janis Hoffman  
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Candle Lighting 
    7       4:31 pm 
  14       4:24 pm 
  21       4:19 pm   
  28       4:15 pm 
   

 Shabbat Ends 
    1    6:37 pm 
    8    5:30 pm 
  15    5:24 pm 
  22    5:20 pm 
  29    5:17 pm 

  
 

   1       8 Cheshvan 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2       9 Cheshvan 
 
 
Daylight Saving 

Time 
School Breakfast 
   In PJ’s 

3        10 Cheshvan 
 
 
 
Nursery Class Pictures 
Board of Directors 

4         11 Cheshvan 
       
 
 
ELECTION DAY 
Men’s Basketball 

5        12 Cheshvan 
Men’s Club Man & 

Youth of  the year 
Torah Study in 
   Sapthagiri 
 

6       13 Cheshvan 
 
 
No Nursery School 

7      14 Cheshvan 
 
 
No Nursery School 
Share a Shabbat 

8          15 Cheshvan 
 
 
 
 
Lunch & Learn 

 9       16 Cheshvan 
 
 
Kristalnacht 
       Program 
No Religious 

School 

10      17 Cheshvan 
 
 
 
 
 
Sisterhood Board 
. 

11       18 Cheshvan 
 
 
 
 
VETERANS DAY 
Israel Stamp Club 

12        19 Cheshvan 

 
 
 
 
Torah Study at  
    Sapthagiri 
Adult Ed Spirituality 

13     20 Cheshvan 
 
 
 
 
USY Meeting 
 

14    21 Cheshvan 
 
 
 
School-Wide  
    Shabbat 
Birthday Shabbat 
 

15     22 Cheshvan 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16   23 Cheshvan 
Sisterhood  PaidUp 
Rabbi Discussion 

with Bet Parents 
Barnes & Noble  
Family Game Night 

17      24 Cheshvan 
 
 
 
 
School Board 
 

18       25 Cheshvan 
 
 
 
 
Men’s Basketball 
 

19      26 Cheshvan 
 
 
Torah Study at  
   Sapthagiri 
Sisterhood Meeting 

20     27 Cheshvan 
 
 
 
 
 

21    28 Cheshvan 
 
 
 
  
Family Shabbat 

Service 

22     29 Cheshvan 
 
 
 
 
 

23            1 Kislev 
ROSH CHODESH 
Interfaith Thanks-

giving Service 
———————— 

30       8 Kislev 
No Religious 

School 

24           2 Kislev 
 
 
 
 
Palestine Study Group 
Ritual Committee 

25            3 Kislev 
 
 
 
 
USY Event 
Men’s Basketball 

26           4 Kislev 
 
Nursery Thanksgiving 
No Religious School 
Torah Study at  
    Sapthagiri 
Adult Ed: Spirituality 

27         5 Kislev 
 
 
Office and Schools 

Closed 
THANKSGIVING 

28         6 Kislev 
 
 
Office and Schools 

Closed  

29          7 Kislev 

  28 Iyar                                                                      June 2011                                                      28 Sivan        Sun                  Mon               Tues                 Wed               Thurs                Fri                     Sat 
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